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LGBT history month 2017

Our proud history:
From lone voices to collective union action for 

LGBT equality
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Early 1970s ...
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1974

 Howard Hyman

 Letter to NALGO’s Public Service magazine 

suggesting a gay group

 He asked “Am I the only one?”
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First Nalgay newsletter 
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1976

NALGO policy:

‘Sexual orientation’ to be included in 

non-discrimination clauses in all 

collective agreements



UNISON February 2017

1980/81
• Jamie Dunbar – COHSE - hospital porter 

sacked for wearing a gay pride badge

• COHSE was the first union to issue advice

on HIV in the workplace – facts not myths

• Susan Shell – NUPE – care worker

sacked when she came out to a colleague
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May 1983
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October 1983

• First national trade union lesbian and gay 

conference

• Organised by NALGO Met L+G group, 

endorsed by NEOC
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Standing up for lesbian and gay rights
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1984

• So unions began to 

support lesbian and gay 

workers

• And some lesbians and 

gay men did a great deal 

to support striking union 

members
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And our union was there in solidarity ...
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Taking it to the TUC
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Resisting Section 28
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We’re coming out!
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1990-91

Black lesbians and gays against media homophobia
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1993/94
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An inclusive union
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Putting our principles into practice
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1999 – going global!

Launch of EI/PSI 

guidelines

Working for lesbian 

and gay members 
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2004/2005 – becoming an LGBT group



UNISON February 2017

LGBT – stronger together
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2013
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Stronger together in 

UNISON

- still making history!

2017
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unison.org.uk/out

out@unison.co.uk

Carola Towle,

national officer LGBT equality

c.towle@unison.co.uk

mailto:out@unison.co.uk

